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INTRODUCTION FROM 
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

2016 was a tale of two businesses. Our journals business 

continued to perform strongly with total revenues up 9% 

on last year and net profits up by 25%. Conversely, although 

we saw some improvement in our book revenues (up 5% 

year on year) and reduced our losses by 21%, the market 

remained very challenging, particularly in North America 

where changing purchase models had a real effect on top line 

sales. Overall though we saw the business get back into profit 

after an overall loss in 2015 and it was pleasing to report a 

consolidated £48k surplus which was in line with expectations.

As intimated above, the books business had another tough 

year with significant declines in backlist sales, although a 

strong final quarter of trading saw frontlist revenues come in 

well ahead of 2015. E books had a strong year however – 39% 

ahead of last year with growth from most of our e customers 

following a decision to bring back control in house. Regional 

sales were difficult to measure due to the increased buying 

around and it is now obvious that we are working with a 

global supply chain model especially given recent exchange 

rate movements. That said, we had a strong year in China 

and in Japan, but disappointing revenues in Germany and 

Benelux due to buying patterns. The UK market was strong 

but a percentage of these sales were destined for export 

markets and in particular North America where we were also 

hit by returns from our biggest customer. Our new website 

has received many positive comments from authors and 

other customers. After just five months of being live we hit 

our £10k sales target and we are seeing this trend continuing.

The growth in our journals business was assisted by the 

favourable exchange rates, but as well as seeing subscription 

income rise we saw growth in both collection/consortia 

income and permissions which were £22k over budget. We 

signed a new contract with Utilities 400 who became our 

new subscription provider and will develop and maintain the 

existing subscription system. On the commissioning front we 

had three new journals accepted by the press committee, 

including Afghanistan: Journal of the American Institute of 

Afghanistan Studies.

 Notwithstanding the disappointing sales we have maintained 

our substantial investment in the books business and will be 

publishing a record 190 new titles in FY 17. We commissioned 

over 250 new titles during the year, an increase of 5% over 

the previous year.  We have a strong balance sheet and in 

2017 will be investing in our journals business where we have 

identified a number of growth opportunities.

We continue to have invaluable support from our Board of 

Trustees and three Non-Executive Directors. I was delighted 

during the year to welcome Richard Fisher, former Managing 

Director of academic publishing at Cambridge University 

Press, and Margaret Hewinson, formerly Managing Director 

of Palgrave Macmillan Higher Education, as Non-Executives 

replacing Geoff Nuttall and Jill Jones. As with Geoff and 

Jill, their advice and support will be crucial during these 

changing times in scholarly publishing.

The year has again been challenging especially on the 

books front but overall we delivered a significantly improved 

performance over the previous year. The outlook is more 

positive thanks to a strong programme and a better start to 

the year than in previous years.

Timothy Wright

Chief Executive & Company Secretary

Timothy.Wright@eup.ed.ac.uk
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ReFocus: The American  
Directors Series

The first three books published in this 

new series to a warm reception from 

Film Studies scholars:

ReFocus: The Films of  
Preston Sturges
Edited by Jeff Jaeckle and Sarah Kozloff

ReFocus: The Films of  
Amy Heckerling
Edited by Frances Smith and Timothy 
Shary

ReFocus: The Films of  
Delmer Daves
Edited by Matthew Carter and  
Andrew Patrick Nelson

CLASSICS

Greek Perspectives on the 
Achaemenid Empire: Persia 
Through the Looking Glass
By Janett Morgan

Another beautiful volume in our 

Edinburgh Studies in Ancient  

Persia series.

Universe and Inner Self in Early 
Indian and Early Greek Thought
Edited by Richard Seaford

Brings together two supremely 

sophisticated ancient cultures.

PHILOSOPHY

The following two paperbacks top our philosophy bestsellers 

for this year.

Assemblage Theory
By Manuel DeLanda

A world-renowned philosopher, 

DeLanda is now the biggest  

celebrity to appear in our Speculative 

Realism series.

Artmachines: Deleuze, Guattari, 
Simondon
By Anne Sauvagnargues, translated by 
Suzanne Verderber with Eugene W. Holland

Twelve essays by Deleuze specialist, 

Anne Sauvagnargues, available 

in English for the first time – 

demonstrating the value of our 

growing translation programme.

SCOTTISH STUDIES

Research Methods for History  
2nd edition
Edited by Lucy Faire and Simon Gunn

The continued sales strength of this 

key new edition in a popular series 

proves the necessity to be on top of 

new editions, featuring a new chapter 

on digital technologies and research. 

(£3K revenue in 3 months). 

Global Migrations: The Scottish 
Diaspora Since 1600
Edited by Angela McCarthy and  
John MacKenzie

This edited collection again shows 

we can make good Y1 revenue 

from collected essays on key topical 

subjects in Scottish History (over £4K 

in Y1). This follows the success of Tom 

Devine’s edited Recovering Scotland’s 

Slavery Past. 

LINGUISTICS

Materials Evaluation and Design 
for Language Teaching  
2nd edition 
By Ian McGrath

The second edition of this key 

textbook has generated over £3K 

revenue in two months. It includes 

new content on worksheet design, 

differentiation, digital resources, and 

learner involvement. This new edition will help teachers make 

principled choices when using and developing materials. 

Social Interaction and L2 
Classroom Discourse
By Olcay Sert 

The second book to be published 

in our Studies in Social Interaction 

book series, this title was shortlisted 

for the BAAL book prize where it was 

acknowledged by the Prize Committee 

2016 as being ‘a very important contribution to both existing 

academic research and L2 education practice and policy.’

Lexical Structures: Compounding 
and the Modules of Grammar
By Heinz J. Giegerich

Published as part of the Edinburgh 

Studies in Theoretical Linguistics series, 

this work makes a major contribution 

to our understanding of the formal 

grammar of English. It has generated 

over £6K in revenue in its first year. 

FILM

Slow Cinema
Edited by Tiago de Luca and  
Nuno Barradas Jorge

This is a timely publication, given the 

enormous interest in Slow Cinema 

within Film Studies. It contains an 

original essay from Jacques Rancière, 

one of the most influential theorists in 

the discipline, and has made over £6.5K in revenue since its 

publication in December 2015.

BOOK PUBLISHING 2015-16

In the 2015-16 publication period the Press published 170 new books and issued 19 books new in paperback. 

This was a record number of new books in the year with growth across our subject areas. The new books 

performed very well, and in addition to a strong frontlist the backlist revenue was boosted by excellent  

e book sales. Our best-selling title of the year, Recovering Scotland’s Slavery Past edited by Tom Devine, was 

described in The Guardian as ‘one of the most important books to be published in Scotland this century’.

With growth in both our textbook and monograph revenue, we are in an excellent position to continue to 

publish books that have an impact and reach an international audience of students and academics.

BOOK PUBLISHING HIGHLIGHTS
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ISLAMIC & MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

Being Palestinian

Edited by Yasir Suleiman

This bestselling title has met 

with popular and critical acclaim, 

presenting 102 individual views on 

what it means to be Palestinian in  

the diaspora. It won the Memoir 

Award at the Palestine Book Awards in 

November 2016.

 New Edinburgh Islamic Surveys

Three textbooks were published  

in this series, edited by Professor  

Carole Hillenbrand.

Contemporary Issues in Islam
By Asma Afsaruddin

Islamic Astronomy  
and Astrology
By Stephen P. Blake

Muslims in Western Europe  
4th edition
By Jonas Otterbeck and Jørgen S. Nielsen

 Portmahomack 2nd edition
By Martin Carver

The popularity for all things 

archaeological saw a successful new 

edition of this book on Pictish culture 

(over £4K revenue in Y1).

LAW

Delivering Energy Law and Policy 
in the EU and the US
By Raphael  Heffron

This textbook/reader from a 

leading young scholar in the field 

continues the development of our 

environmental law sub-list and is 

considered a key text in the emerging 

area of Energy Law for both students and professionals. Likely 

to be a key adoption for us.

Encounters in Law and Philosophy
Edited by Thanos Zartaloudis and  
Anton Schütz

This is an important reputation-

building series publishing key names 

in legal philosophy. The success of 

Agamben’s Stasis has been followed 

with the publication of Italian 

philosopher Emanuele Castrucci’s On 

the Idea of Potency.

POLITICS

The Biopolitics of Stalinism 
By Sergei Prozorov

Written by an exciting scholar of 

Russian politics, this is the first book 

to investigate Soviet socialism from 

a biopolitical perspective. Sales have 

been strong, proving this title to be a 

successful dual edition. 

The Trouble with Democracy
Edited by Gerard Rosich and Peter Wagner

This edited collection has been a 

popular addition to our collection of 

democracy titles.

LITERARY STUDIES

The Edinburgh Companion to 
Nineteenth-Century American 
Letters and Letter Writing
Edited by Celeste Marie Bernier, Judie Newman 
and Matthew Pethers 

The Diaries of Katherine Mansfield 
Edited by Gerri Kimber and Claire Davison

Love Among the Archives
By Helena Michie and Robyn Warhol

Winner of the 2015 NAVSA Best  

Book Award
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KEY REVIEWS

A review of Asma Afsaruddin’s Contemporary Issues in Islam in 

the Los Angeles Review of Books

‘For many westerners, Islam appears peculiarly resistant 
to democracy, freedom, and women’s rights, while 
simultaneously prone to violence and oppression. While 
numerous Muslims can critique and challenge these 
stereotypes through personal contacts and dialogue, few 
of them write books in English that are up to this task. 
Fortunately, we now have Asma Afsaruddin’s new book, 
Contemporary Issues in Islam, which presents an openly 

liberal Muslim argument that Islam is (or should be) democratic, peaceful, 
empowering to women, and a collegial participant in interfaith dialogue.’

A review of Janett Morgan’s Greek Perspectives on the 

Achaemenid Empire in the Journal of Greek Archaeology

‘Morgan’s text contributes immensely to the study 
of the Graeco-Persian wars by explaining the mutual 
socio-cultural impacts through the re-examination 
of archaeological evidence and narratives, in order 
to demonstrate the variety of cultural receptivity in 
different contexts. She offers a longue dureé view on 
the subject with a detailed study of available evidence, 
but also a comprehensive study of the archaeological 

corpus dedicated to Greek and Persian interactions, making use of it to avoid 
generic explanations. She scrutinizes the shifting perspectives of antiquity, 
as well as the modern ones, by placing the debate in a wider scope through 
discussing the Athenocentric and Eurocentric approaches to political and 
academic agendas.’

A review of Italian Horror Cinema edited by Russ Hunter and 

Stefano Baschiera in Crime Time and DVD Choice

‘Under the elegant stewardship of Stefano Baschiera 
and Russ Hunter, the analysis and discussion of the 
genre here demonstrates both info-heavy enthusiasm 
and intelligence from the various contributors … the 
study is bang up to date in its examination of recent 
developments in the field, such as the gruesome 
Necrostorm product. For anyone interested in the genre, 
it’s essential reading.’

BOOK MARKETING REPORT

The book marketing team had a busy year 

• We attended 32 conferences this year – 18 in the UK, 5 in Europe and 9 in the 

USA – cementing our presence within key subject areas, meeting authors and 

selling books. 

• We sent inserts to a further 58 niche conferences where we could not attend  

in person

• We arranged 32 launches and author events celebrating our new publications

• We placed advertising in 32 print publications

• We increased our activity online, publishing more articles on the EUP blog and 

contributing to the hashtag #UPRedux trending above the Budget in March 

• We also collected a certificate on behalf of EUP acknowledging 50 years of 

continuous attendance at the Frankfurt Book Fair 

E MAIL CAMPAIGNS

In November we ran a sign-up campaign to re-engage subscribers, 

clean data and prove recent opt-in ahead of changes in the law. 

This drastically reduced the size of our address book – but with a 

99% delivery rate and 49% open rate in the next quarter we saw 

the results we wanted. In fact, we actually saw an increase in mailing 

list numbers across 5 of our subjects and were able to form a new list, 

‘Librarian News’, from a standing start.

WEBSITE

In March 2016 we were delighted to launch our new books site, designed to 

showcase our books and provide an ecommerce facility for both print and  

e books. Customers can now access additional resources, download our Open 

Access books, contact EUP staff, link directly to PLS Clear with permissions queries, 

and of course purchase print and digital books. 

By August we had already reached our sales target for Y1 and we have been 

delighted with the number of gratis transactions that have taken place using 

digital books for review and inspection where possible. Of course we continue to 

offer print copies to reviewers or academics who may have trouble accessing the 

digital version.  

We encouraged our established contacts to visit the new site, first with an 

announcement to our mailings lists, then with a campaign directed to EUP 

authors and finally with the distribution of discount codes at conferences. We 

have also seen a positive reaction to the ‘popovers’ encouraging new visitors to 

sign up. The top three sources of visits so far are organic search, redirects from 

euppublishing.com direct links or input of the address. That so many referrals 

come from organic search is excellent for a new url. 
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A review from Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews on James 

Williams’ A Process Philosophy of Signs

‘In this book, James Williams develops his own 
approach to, and understanding of, what constitutes 
process and how this can be dealt with philosophically. 
All of this unfolds within a very careful and insightful 
reconfiguring of the status of signs. This unfolding is 
one of the most informative and innovative aspects of 
this work – a coherent and convincing account, which 
offers a real contribution.’

A review of Global Ethics and Climate Change by Paul Harris in 

Climate Change

‘This accessible book is highly recommended reading for 
all interested in international climate change, especially 
those seeking perspectives beyond the usual policy fare.’

 A review from The Guardian on Recovering Scotland’s Slavery 

Past edited by T. M. Devine

‘The bones are rattling once more in Scotland’s closet 
and they are throwing down a challenge to our 
cultural and civic authorities. The full extent to which 
this nation was involved in the most brutal form of 
human trafficking has been laid bare in one of the most 
important books to be published in Scotland this century. 
Recovering Scotland’s Slavery Past is a collection of essays 
by academics who have begun properly to study and 

analyse Scotland’s part in the African slave trade and why the country has 
been in complete denial about it since slavery was abolished in 1807.’

A review of Social Interaction and L2 Classroom Discourse by 

Olcay Sert in The Linguist List

‘By combining research and practice, this book is a 
comprehensive resource for in-service L2 teacher 
development projects and L2 language teacher education 
programs. Teacher educators could adopt examples and 
transcripts of excerpts along with visual phenomena from 
the book for analysis, discussion, and reflection with pre-
service teachers to enable understanding of L2 learning 
in various contexts. The discussion of research ethics in 

Chapter 9, the detailed analyses in Chapters 4–6, and the CA orientation, make 
this book invaluable for qualitative research, CA, and/ or SLA courses.’

A review of Jean McFadden and Dale McFadzean’s Public Law 

Essentials in the SCOLAG Legal Journal

‘This is an engaging, clearly written and appropriately 
focussed book with excellent use of both statute and key 
relevant cases. Law teachers often worry about students 
relying on introductory texts and not, for example, 
reading cases for themselves. They need not worry if 
they see a student with this book in their hands as it 
reinforces the need for appropriate use of statutes and 
cases … I cannot for the life of me think why a student 

taking constitutional law for the first time would not invest the relatively small 
amount of energy in reading this book through several times during their 
module and especially in the run up to the exam.’

A review of The Edinburgh Companion to Nineteenth-Century 

American Letters and Writing edited by Celeste-Marie Bernier, 

Judie Newman and Matthew Pethers in the THES

‘There really is something for everyone in this hugely 
impressive collection of essays: discussions of the 
importance of letters to US migrant histories; materialist 
histories of postal systems and direct mail marketing (of 
ideas, as well as of goods); and the significance of letters 
to literary culture. From treatments of the (relatively) 
arcane to canonical texts, the range is simply staggering.’
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JOURNALS PUBLISHING 2015–16

We published 40 journals in the 2015–16 financial year, with revenues of £840,000, an increase 

of 9% from 2014–15. One journal joined the fold in 2016: Film-Philosophy.

JOURNALS PUBLISHING HIGHLIGHTS

We publish journals in a range of subject areas covering the arts, humanities, social sciences 

and science. Our journals are all selective, rigorously edited and peer-reviewed by established 

and widely published scholars in their respective fields. Many of the journals are prestigious, 

long-established journals published on behalf of learned societies and associations.

THE PRESS COMMITTEE

The Press Committee, as a Court Committee, embodies the academic relationship between  

the University and its Press by validating the academic standards of the books published  

with the University’s name on them. 

THE PRESS COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Dr Alex Thomson 

Convener

Convener: Dr Alex Thomson, MA (Hons), MA, DPhil

English Literature (Continental Philosophy)

Dr Mark Newman, BA, MA, PhD, FRHistS

American Studies

Professor Andrew Erskine, MA, DPhil

Ancient History

Dr Gordon Pentland, MA, MSc, PhD, FSAScot, FRHistS

Political History of Britain since the French Revolution

Professor Robert Hillenbrand, DPhil, Honorary Professorial Fellow   

Islamic & Middle Eastern Studies 

Professor John E. Joseph, BA, MA, PhD, FRSA

Linguistics & English Language (Applied Linguistics)

Professor Penny Fielding, BA, DPhil

English Literature (Scottish Literature & 19th-Century Literature)

Dr Gary West, MA, PhD

Celtic & Scottish Studies 

Professor Elspeth Christie Reid, MA, LLB, DipLP

Law

Dr Dan Yacavone, Msc, PhD

Film Studies

Dr Sarah Dunnigan, MA, PhD

Scottish Literature, Medieval and Early Modern Literature

 

NEW FOR 2016

FILM-PHILOSOPHY
Editor: David Sorfa, University of Edinburgh

Film-Philosophy is a fully Open Access journal, published with support from the University 

of Edinburgh. A peer-reviewed, academic journal dedicated to the engagement between 

film studies and philosophy, the journal is interested in the ways in which films develop and 

contribute to philosophical discussion. 

www.euppublishing.com/film 
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FREQUENCY INCREASES

In 2016, the African Journal of International and Comparative Law increased from three to four 

issues a year. This should raise the journal’s profile and increase article citations. 

IMPACT FACTORS

Four EUP journals have an Impact Factor, and all four saw an increase in their 2015 Impact 

Factor (released in June 2016):

• Archives of Natural History: 0.473 

• Britain and the World: 0.174 

• Psychoanalysis and History: 0.312 

• Scottish Historical Review: 0.276

SPECIAL ISSUES

The journals below published a special issue as both a journal issue and separate book 

publication. The issues are included within a journal subscription and also available for separate 

purchase via standard book journals.

JOURNALS PUBLISHING REPORT

ONLINE PUBLICATION

NEW ONLINE PLATFORM

In May 2016 we launched a redesigned, fully responsive website, which is accessible on 

all devices including mobiles and tablets. Hosted by our website partners Atypon, the site 

features a special Open Access (OA) browse tool to promote the use and visibility of OA 

content. A new, intuitive interface and streamlined navigation reduce the number of clicks 

needed for readers to reach their desired content. 

FEEDBACK ON THE NEW SITE:

‘It’s a great design: clean, unfussy, elegant. Thanks!’
Ivan Callus, Editor of CounterText

‘The new website is very easy and convenient to manage our 
institutional subscription. Thank you very much.’
Chengmin Shao, Fudan University Library Administrator

‘This is very good indeed. The design is elegant, it’s easy to use.  
What more could you want?’
Duncan Petrie, Editor of Journal of British Cinema and Television

READERSHIP AND SUBSCRIBER PROFILE

There were over 189,000 articles accessed via EUP Journals Online in 2015, compared 

with 153,000 downloads in 2014, and there were over 544,000 searches run on the site in 2015. 

Most accessed in 2015:

1. Journal of Beckett Studies

2. Deleuze Studies

3. Scottish Affairs

4. Scottish Historical Review

5. Scottish Archaeological Journal

6. Paragraph

DIGITISATION

We digitised the full back run of three EUP journals (Scottish Affairs, Paragraph and Northern 

Scotland) – over 58,000 pages were scanned and uploaded to our website.

ACCESS TO RESEARCH

http://www.accesstoresearch.org.uk/

All EUP journals are included in the Access to Research initiative which gives free, walk-in 

access to a wide range of academic articles and research in public libraries across the UK. 

Access to Research is available to the general public, and is likely to be of especial interest to 

students and independent researchers.

Deleuze Studies

Deleuze. Guattari. Schizoanalysis. Education, edited by  

Gregg Thompson and David Savat

IJHAC: A Journal of Digital Humanities

Digital Methods for Complex Datasets, edited by  

Jennifer Guiliano and Mia Ridge

Irish University Review

Irish Experimental Poetry, edited by David Lloyd

Nottingham French Studies

Still French? France and the Challenge of Diversity, 1985–2015, 

edited by Alec Hargreaves
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 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016

Total Sales £2,694,686 £2,554,965 £2,906,033

Production Cost of Sales -£525,332 -£516,638 £500,090
Royalty Cost of Sales -£219,787 -£225,129 £206,656
   
Gross Margin £1,949,567 £1,813,198 £1,970,519

Rights & Royalty Income £176,282 £203,617 £228,768
Stock Charges -£72,761 -£59,528 £84,061
Stock & Royalty Write off Provision £0 £0 £0
   
Operating Contribution £2,053,088 £1,957,287 £2,115,226
   
Overheads -£1,891,337 -£2,071,923 £2,053,706
   
Net Result £161,938 -£111,195 £61,250

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

PROFIT AND LOSS 2014-16

£0

£500,000

£1,000,000

£1,500,000

£2,000,000

£2,500,000

£3,000,000

FY 2016FY 2015FY 2014FY 2013FY 2012

£2,678,000

£2,555,000

£2,725,000

£2,416,334

£2,695,000

SALES 2012–16 (including rights income)

Financial year runs 1 August to 31 July

JOURNALS MARKETING

Our marketing activities help to maintain a strong profile for our growing journals portfolio, ensuring that our 

journal content is disseminated globally and that articles are read, downloaded and cited by a wide audience. 

HIGHLIGHTS

• Launched our first Open Access journal, Film-Philosophy

• First-time manned presence at the Special Libraries Association conference

• Edinburgh Law Review won the prestigious BIALL Legal Journals Award 2016

• Our journals blog was expanded to include books, and rebranded as the Edinburgh University Press Blog
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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees is a non-executive body charged with the general oversight and control of the Press which is in itself a 

division of the University Corporate Services Group. The individual Trustees are senior members of the University, independent 

of management, and all bring their individual expertise to bear on issues of strategy, performance, resources, key appointments 

and standards of conduct.

Professor Ewen Cameron

School of History, Classics and Archaeology and 

Chairman, Board of Trustees (pictured)

Dr Alex Thomson 

School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures 

and Convenor of Press Committee

Mr Hugh Edmiston

Director, Corporate Services

Professor Alvin Jackson

Richard Lodge, Professor of History

THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

THE NON-EXECUTIVES

The Board of Management consists of a Non-Executive 

Chairman, two Non-Executive members, Chief 

Executive, Head of Editorial (Books), Head of Journals, 

Head of Finance and Subscription Management, Head 

of Sales and Marketing, and Head of Production. The 

Board meets four times a year alongside the Trustees. 

The Executive Management Group, excluding the 

three Non-Executives, meets weekly.

THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT GROUP

Ivon Asquith
Non-Executive 

Chairman 

Margaret Hewinson
Non-Executive 

Richard Fisher
Non-Executive 

Jan Thomson
Head of Finance 
and Subscription 

Management

Timothy Wright 
Chief Executive 

Nicola Ramsey 
Head of Editorial 

(Books)
Anna Glazier 

Head of Sales and 
Marketing

Sarah Edwards
Head of Journals

Ian Davidson
Head of 

Production
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